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The Idea of Atonement, as found in the Piel verb 

*1B5, the nouns D"HB3 and THSfe, etc. 

BY PROF. W. J. BEECHER, D.D. 

THESE words are very often used in the Bible. The verb is 
commonly translated make atonement. This was done by the 
priest with the blood of the victims, in offerings of several kinds. 
The noun Q^B3 is translated atonement, and n*lS3> mercy seat. 

Physically, ^B3 means to cover. It is therefore very commonly 
said that the idea of atonement or of expiation, in these words, is 
that of the covering of the offence of which one has been guilty, so 
that it will no longer be visible, and demand punishment. 

In certain quarters a different explanation prevails, to the effect 
that in atonement, as expressed by these words, it is the offender, 
instead of the offence, that is covered from the eye of the judge. 

Are not both these explanations wide of the mark ? In Gen. xxxii. 
21, Jacob, sending his present to Esau, is represented as saying: 
V3B i"T"l£S5K> "Let me cover his face with the present going 
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before me, and afterward I will see his face." Here it is the face of 
the offended Esau that is to be covered by the present, not Jacob 
the offender, nor Jacob's offence. 

In i Sam. xii. 3, Samuel says: "And from whose hand have I 
taken *HB3, that I might hide my eyes with it (or at him) ? " Here 
again the idea is that ""IBS may hide, not the offence nor the 
offender, but the eyes of the judge. 

It is analogous with this that the *"|B3, or bitumen, of Noah's 
ark, kept the water from entering the ark, not by covering the sea, 
but by covering the ark. In like manner, so far as physical repre- 
sentation is concerned, the atonement expressed by ^£53 keeps sin 
from presenting itself to the eye of the judge for punishment, not 
by covering the sin or the sinner, but by covering the eye of the 
judge. 



